LECTURES  ON  MATHEMATICS.
LECTURE I.: CLEBSCH.
(August 28, 1893.)
IT will be the object of our Colloquia to pass in review some of the principal phases of the most recent development of mathematical thought in Germany.
A brief sketch of the growth of mathematics in the German universities in the course of the present century has been contributed by me to the work Die de^ttschen Universitaten, compiled and edited by Professor Lexis (Berlin, Asher, 1893), for the exhibit of the German universities at the World's Fair.* The strictly objective point of view that had to be adopted for this sketch made it necessary to break off the account about the year 1870. In the present more informal lectures these restrictions both as to time and point of view are abandoned. It is just the period since 1870 that I intend to deal with, and I shall speak of it in a more subjective manner, insisting particularly on those features of the development of mathematics in which I have taken part myself either by personal work or by direct observation.
The first week will be devoted largely to Geometry, taking this term in its broadest sense; and in this first lecture it will surely be appropriate to select the celebrated geometer Clebsch
* A translation of this sketch will be found in the Appendix, p. 99.
imade consists in obliterating the conversational form of the frequent questions and discussions by means of which Professor Klein understands so well to enliven his discourse. My notes, after being written out each day, were carefully revised by Professor Klein himself, both in manuscript and in the proofs.
